Challenging the Cuts: Protecting our Services, Communities & Heritage


What’s going on?

Setting a budget in a period of economic uncertainty isn’t easy, and local government looks like it could suffer the brunt of a lot of the cuts and reduced funding regardless of which government gets in. The problem is that we have to set a budget that provides the services people need potentially with less money and no guarantees about the future. 

Local government has been shaving money off its budgets for years making so called ‘Efficiency savings’, which have helped the Labour government save millions. But what people forget is in many cases the majority of services that people use are provided by their local councils. The Liberal Democrats believe that the cuts of £66million are going to adversely affect those that need our services most – the young, the vulnerable and the elderly. 

The Cuts

We have been working on this budget since the 4th January; the Conservatives have had a lot longer, and are in fact the architects of these proposals. The table below is a selection of the most damaging cuts to public services; this is by no means an exhaustive list but what we believe to be amongst the worst proposals. 

	Budget Cut Description
	Year it begins
	Total Cut

	Limiting Access to help from Council for Elderly & Vulnerable
	2011/12
	£6.5Million

	 
	 
	 

	Reducing services for Young People (Youth Clubs etc)
	2011/12
	£1 Million

	 
	 
	 

	Reducing support for charities providing services to Community
	2011/12
	£850,000

	 
	 
	 

	Refocus Employment Services
	2011/12
	£770,000

	 
	 
	 

	Reduction in Grants (Community Centres & Community Plus)
	2010/11
	£460,000

	 
	 
	 

	Reducing funding for Museums and Archaeology
	2011/12
	£450,000

	 
	 
	 

	Funding for Dance & Drama Pupils at Leicestershire School of Arts
	2011/12
	£420,000

	 
	 
	 

	Bus Services 
	2010/11
	£390,000

	 
	 
	 

	Cutting Historic & Natural Environment Services
	2011/12
	£180,000

	 
	 
	 

	Cutting Environmental Services
	2011/12
	£160,000

	 
	 
	 

	 
	TOTAL
	£11,180,000


The table above is just a selection of the £66 million in cuts and efficiency savings the Conservative administration believes it needs to find by 2013/14. It is clear to see that most of these will take affect after the General Election this year, but what isn’t clear is what they mean for residents.
· Limiting Access for help for the Elderly & Vulnerable (£6.5 Million) – this involves making it harder for elderly people to qualify for help from the council by raising the eligibility threshold. 
· Reducing services for Young people and cutting funding for Dance & drama at Leicestershire School of Arts are all things which we believe will have a serious adverse affect on the County’s Young People, limiting opportunities and things for them to do and limiting the ongoing success of the arts in the County.

· Reducing support for Charities (£850,000) – this is the Council cutting its funding to local charities and organisations. It is unlikely that all of these organisations will survive if their funding gets cut.

· Refocus Employment Services (£770,000) this is the support adults with disabilities receive to get work. The ‘Breaking the Barriers’ projects could see massive changes from the loss of this money 
· Cutting of Grants (Community plus & Community Centre) – shire grants covers many areas but we are particularly concerned that the 100% cut to community plus, will be deeply damaging. This allows voluntary groups (e.g. Scouts & Guides) to access council premises and provides essential funding to 11 Community Centres through out the County. 

· Reducing funding for Museums and Archaeology (£450,000) – this may not seem important, but it could mean reduced opening hours, big museums like Snibston losing funding, collections being locked away & the loss of the Community Archaeologist – it all means that the heritage of Leicestershire is put in danger. 
· Bus Services – this is the loss of evening & Sunday bus route currently subsidised by the Council (£150,000), the cutting of school special buses (£240,000) and the removal of other bus services (£220,000)

· Cutting Environmental Services (landscape work) and the Natural & Historic Environment (£160,000 + £180,000) we believe these will be mainly posts – but this could severely damage the Council’s ability to preserve our environmental records which helps with planning decisions and protects our green spaces and wildlife. It could also see the County losing its landscaping and ‘stepping stones’ projects.
But it doesn’t end there; in addition to cutting services and support the Conservatives are also increasing the charges in Adult Social Care. The hourly Home Care Charge is going up by 51% from October (£8 to £13), there will be a £10 day care charge (for ½ a day) and the cost of meals on wheels is going up. Not every elderly person pays these charges, but those that do are going to see their weekly costs go up beyond any increase in their pensions. 

0% council tax

The Conservatives have made a lot of the 0% Council Tax they have promised. Whilst in principle it is not a bad idea the devil is in the detail. People should not be fooled – you will end up paying for it some how. The cost of providing the 0% will at least £1billion
 across the Country and could be more. With public finances in such a perilous state – higher taxes, higher VAT and fewer services are real possibilities.

By contrast, the Liberal Democrats aim to raise the income tax personal allowance to £10,000, cutting the average person’s income tax bill by around £700 and cutting pensioners’ income tax bills by £100. This would mean that around four million people on low incomes would no longer have to pay any income tax at all. This is a real solution that would make a real difference to people’s monthly income. 
What can be done about the Cuts?

This will all be decided on the 24th February at the County Council – no doubt, the Conservatives will use their ‘super majority’ to steamroller it through the Council.

But it doesn’t have to be like this……

The Liberal Democrats, over the next few weeks, will be developing alternatives which could save some of the services, and we need your support. You may wonder what all the fuss is about, but it has become clear that the worst affects of these cuts won’t be felt until the year after the forthcoming General Election. 

We appreciate that in the current economic climate the County Council needs to make considerable savings. We truly believe that some of these cuts are a step too far. We think the Conservatives priorities are simply wrong, and local communities will suffer more in these hard times than they need to. 
We all want lower taxes and we know that some people are feeling the pinch, but we are worried that the Conservatives will pass the budget without the true cost being known. With some of these cuts, we will lose services and skills that can never come back. Once it’s gone it is gone and now is the time for a genuine discussion. 

We want to know what you think about our list. Have we missed anything? Or are you willing to see any of the items cut? 
Please visit our website at www.LeicestershireLibDems.org.uk or email: info@leicestershirelibdems.org.uk  or send a letter addressed to Cllr S. Galton at Leicestershire County Council, County Hall, Leicester LE3 8RA
Yours Sincerely,
The Liberal Democrat Group

� According to some estimates by the Treasury & Government. Conservatives claim it would cost only £500million. The main variance will be how many councils can afford to set a 2.5% rate
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