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26th July 2010
Paper I - Strategic Review of Voluntary Sector Commissioned Services: Comments from Cllr Alan Bailey 
I am very concerned by the contents of this report. Whilst I continue to recognise the very difficult state of the public finances due to the previous government, I am also concerned that the reduction in these commissioned services will adversely affect those service users.
The paper says that these services are being cut because they “do not support personalisation or maintain independence of vulnerable people” or do not offer “value for money”. The services cut in this review might seem like a “soft target”; but in my view these commissioned services do, in fact, contribute to personal independence and, as delivered by the voluntary sector, provide good value for money. 
Many of these service users need the support of the voluntary services now and will continue to do so in the future. If these services are not provided then their needs category could become more critical and their service needs much more expensive to meet. The cutting or reduction of these services could result in an older person declining in mental health and physically ability and is then more likely to need social services support or a home care in the future, both of which will be much more expensive to local taxpayers. 
The paper says that some of the money saved will be re-invested in new and modified services but does not say what they are. At a time when the voluntary and charitable sector is having greater demands placed on it and at the same time that resources are scarce, the VCS needs a greater degree of certainty and some clear idea of what resources are available. This report does not provide any reassurance.
The Liberal Democrat’s are concerned that this report signals a distinct departure away from the recently announced ‘Big Society’ and will make it harder for the VCS to provide services that our communities need, creating a further burden on our own resources at a later date. 
Cllr Alan Bailey 
Spokesman Adults Social Care & Health 
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