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2nd June 2010
Statement: School Transport
The Liberal Democrat group have long been aware of the need to ensure that the Council is able to balance the budget and make the necessary cuts to ensure that key services are maintained. 

During the budget we developed proposals that sought to strike a balance between those services people need and the requirement to make savings. Our proposals were developed in consultation with officers, and sought innovative and new solutions. In terms of School Transport, we have always opposed the notion that ‘out of policy’ bus routes should be stopped. Even though the routes may be accessible to alternative forms of transport, we felt that the safety and security of children was paramount. We feel that in all cases an up to date safety assessment should be completed using national guidelines, to ensure a fair appraisal is made.
The ongoing cost of all of the school buses due to be cut is approximately £240,000, and this is money that will be needed each year. We feel strongly that this sum can be found within the current Council budget without the need to raise taxes. Part of our proposals on the budget was to reduce the Council’s Communications budget (currently £2.2million) by 20%. This would have released approximately £300,000, which is more than enough to protect the School transport currently under threat. 

The £2.2million the Council spends on communications is not entirely a waste of money, but the key element was reducing the production of ‘Leicestershire Matters’ which is effectively the Council’s glossy newspaper. These publications are quite controversial with the national Conservative party calling for them to be stopped. In fact the Coalition Government has suggested that these papers need to be reviewed to prevent them putting local papers (like the Hinckley Times) out of business. 

It was however, unfortunate that the Conservatives at County Hall (including Mr Sprason) simply voted against all of our proposals. Clearly they think that spending £2.2 million on ‘Communications’ is far more important than transporting young children to school safely! 

David Bill, Lib Dem Transport Spokesman
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